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castle with a black roof
and red background.The

present invention relates to
the field of steel or other

metal cutters or shears; and
more specifically, the

present invention relates to
the region which joins

together the two jaws of a
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hand-held cutter. Many
types of hand-held cutting
instruments or shears have
been available for many
years; and in particular,
knives having portions

connected with each other
by a junction region which
can be folded together. For
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many years, metal cutters
or shears have been either

rigidly attached, or
pivotally connected. One

example of a prior art rigid
connection can be found in
the knife disclosed in U.S.
Pat. No. 3,088,131 which
is shown attached to the
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knife block of a table saw.
The disadvantages of this

type of connection are that
they are not very durable,
are restricted in their use
and the various size knife

blocks, and the
requirement of a knife

block to attach the knife.
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Another example of a prior
art connection can be
found in U.S. Pat. No.

5,787,462 which discloses
a type of metal cutter

where the handle is pivoted
to the cutting head. There
is a split portion formed in
the handle which is joined
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to a similar split portion
formed in the cutting head.
The two halves are pivoted

together about a pivot
point created by the

joining of two portions of
the split portions with a

pin. However, this type of
connection is not very
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secure, it cannot be used
with many types of hand-

held cutting instruments, it
is not very durable, and it
does not permit the design
of custom blades for the
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